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AS THE LEADING newspaper in the capital of Texas, the historical Austin American Statesman provides researchers with unique insights 
into the political, economic, cultural, and social life of this important state, as well as the southwest U.S. from the late 19th through the 20th 
century. The paper has strong central Texas coverage, especially for political reporting.

Founded in 1871, the newspaper started out as the Democratic Statesman. Its political origins were based on the state’s Democratic Party. By 
1873 the paper began daily morning publication, and in 1914 the Democratic Statesman took over the Austin Tribune. The newly consolidated 
paper began to publish each afternoon as the Austin Statesman and Tribune. And, in November 1973, the Austin American and the Austin 
Statesman were combined and became the Austin American Statesman.

Topics covered include:

• Reconstruction Period of Texas
• Development of Austin as a primary railroad hub of the southwestern U.S.
• Founding and growth of the University of Texas
• Austin Dam collapse
• Evolution of Austin as the state capital

Curriculum Focus

• Anthropology
• Business
• Communication
• Culture
• Government

• History
• Human Development
• Journalism
• Literature
• Marketing

• Media Studies
• Political Science
• Sociology
• U.S. Studies

Why the Austin American Statesman? 
• Full access to this historical newspaper: Users can study the progression of 

events, people, and places over time by browsing this easily accessible primary 
source historical material from 19th to 20th century Texas. Full issues of the 
Austin American Statesman, which offers coverage of 1871–1980, are available, 
including news articles, photos, advertisements, classified ads, obituaries, 
cartoons, and more.

• Insight into multiple perspectives: Not only does presenting this newspaper 
on the ProQuest platform allow for cover-to-cover searching and browsing of 
complete issues of this newspaper, but users can find a broader view of issues 
and events by cross searching all of ProQuest’s complete runs of historical 
newspapers.

• User-friendly support tools to facilitate research: Users benefit from the ability to search by more than 20 article types, keyword, date 
ranges, specific dates, author and more. They can also focus on relevant information quickly with hit-term highlighting and download 
articles and images in PDF format. 

• Award-winning, user-friendly interface: ProQuest was awarded Best Interface in the 2015 Charleston Advisor Reader’s Choice Awards: “It 
is much more intuitive and easy to use than previous versions. It includes improved document viewing, easier navigation…Kudos to ProQuest.”

To talk to the sales department, contact us at 
1-800-779-0137 or sales@proquest.com.
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To learn more or contact us, visit https://about.proquest.com/en/content-solutions/news/

April 17, 1900: The Austin Dam collapsed, killing several 
dozen people and left the city without power. 

August 2, 1966: Armed with multiple firearms, student 
Charles Whitman, killed 14 people at the University of 
Texas.  

Austin American Statesman (1871–1980)
Newspaper of the Lone Star state’s capital
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